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TARGET SCOPE

A highly structured, rapid-download
survival guide to the 2,400-page
Empyrean epic.
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CLEARANCE LEVEL

Scribe-level access. Contains
complete, unredacted operational
history through Onyx Storm.
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TACTICAL OBJECTIVE

Immediate mastery of world-building,
character webs, and campaign

timelines for trivia dominance.
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Five essential facts govern
the theater of war

The Scribe
Turned Rider

Violet Sorrengail
(narrator). A chronically
ill 20-year-old forced
into the deadly Riders
Quadrant by her
general mother.

The Anomaly

Violet bonds two
dragons (Tairn, a huge
black morningstartail;

Andarna, a golden
feathertail). Her signet
power is destructive
lightning.

The Shadow

Xaden Riorson.
Shadow-wielder, son of
an executed rebel, love
interest, and ultimately
the very threat they are

fighting.

The True

Venin. Magic-users who
drain the earth, leading
an army of mindless

| = . Wyvern. Navarre has

' hidden their existence

- forcenturies.

Enemy -~

.i_"\.|T

The Present
Crisis

Onyx Storm ends with
12 missing hours. Violet
wakes up married to
Xaden, holding a note:
"Don't look for me. It's
yours now."
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Two nations are locked in an endless, asymmetrical conflict

The Geopolitical Matrix

NAVARRE (Violet’s Kingdom) &

Walled off by magical wards.
Protected by Dragons.

Wields strong magic.

Geopolitical stance: Isolationist and
secretive.

POROMIEL (The Enemy)

No magical wards.

Protected by Gryphons.

Weaker magic (gryphons channel less).
Geopolitical stance: Desperate, actively
being eaten by Venin.

/

Basgiath War College Pipeline

Quadrant Structure: Riders, Scribes, Healers, Infantry

< 1. The Parapet >—--—<2.~The Gauntlet >—--—0/\ 3. Threshing >—--—<4. Signet & Relic >

Cross a narrow, unrailed A lethal obstacle course Dragons choose their Manifest a unique power

| stone bridge hundreds to earn the right to meet riders. Unchosen cadets (Signet) and receive a
| of feet up. Fallingisthe = Il |© dragons. are typically killed. skin mark (Relic).
‘&'ﬁ“" I filter. L4 | 1 I Governed by The Codex.
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The architecture of magic separates
the divine from the parasitic

The Rider Path "__;;;;;::;::::::____............. e -

Result: Bounded power, Result: Limitless power,

natural balance, manifests hollows out the soul,
as a specific Signet. drains the land to grey dust.

Safe. One-way transformation.

Venin Threat Ranks

Tick 1: Initiate: Fleeting red rings around eyes.

Tick 2: Asim: Shifting red eyes, visible
veins (Xaden's state).

Tick 3: Sage: Permanently red-eyed,

spiderweb veins. Handlers.

Tick 4: Maven: Top rank generals.
Never captured (e.q., Theophanie). .




< Biological assets and threats on the battlefield

S [ The Bestiary Breakdown
% N NI

AL /|

Native to the continent; distinct B

breeds based on color and tail type Created by Venin. They possess Former humans who channeled
(morningstartail, daggertail, swordtail, absolutely no magic of their own. directly from the earth.

scorpiontail, clubtail, feathertail).

Origin

Highly intelligent, share a mental
Intelligence link with riders (Tairn is notoriously Mindless, two-legged foot soldiers. Highly strategic, keep their full minds.
rude in Violet's head).

i . Can only be reliably killed by daggers
Vulnerability Ita dragngig:ﬁ’;ttgnt;?;:'de{i rider Die like normal animals. forged from a specific alloy, made

| k\ A A using a luminary. /A
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< Key operatives dictate the fate of the continent

THE ROSTER

VIOLET’S SQUAD & ALLIES

* Violet Sorrengail:
Tairn & Andarna.
Lightning & Dream-

 Rhiannon Matthias:
Feirge. Summoning.
Best friend, steady
wingleader.

 Liam Mairi: Deigh.
Farsight. Assigned
to protect Violet.

* Ridoc (lce) & Sawyer
(Metallurgy): Squadmates.
Sawyer loses a leg; Ridoc
IS brave comic relief.

Scribe, deaf,

» Jesinia Neilwart:

critical researcher.

|| walking (2nd signet).

 Brennan Sorrengail: Mender.
Violet's brother, presumed dead 6
years, secretly runs Aretia rebellion.

 General Lilith Sorrengail: Aimsir.
Storms. Violet’s mother, forced her
into Riders.

 General Melgren: Codagh.
Sees battle outcomes. Navarre
commander.

* Dain Aetos: Cath. Reads recent
memories by touch. Childhood friend

 Jack Barlowe: Baide. Bully turned
Venin infiltrator.

« Aaric Graycastle: Really Prince
Camlaen Aaric Tauri, hiding under
a false name.

who betrays Violet.
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T Biological tethers drive the physical and emotional stakes

' Hemiiae s M'm

Key Dragon Roster

1. Tairn (Black Morningstartail):
Huge, powerful, bonded to Violet.

2. Sgaeyl (Navy Daggertail): »
Fierce, bonded to Xaden.

3. Andarna (Golden Feathertail >‘1’
[ridescent): The lost 7th breed = =

(Irid), secretly bonded to Violet Annotation: Because Tairn and Sgaeyl are a mated pair, 4\
Violet and Xaden physically cannot stay apart for long
without their dragons suffering severe distress. The

romance is forced by the world's magical physics.
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Navarre’s survival is built on a centuries-old cover-up

THE GRAND LIE:

Navarre's leadership has known
about the Venin for centuries.

THE FALLOUT:

Admitting what the wards actually
protect against would mean admitting
the endless border war with Poromiel
was a manufactured lie.

THE MOTIVE:

To maintain their protected status inside
the wards, Navarre buried the truth

and intentionally let Poromiel take
massive casualties.

THE CATALYST (The Ah-Ha Moment):

This cover-up is the exact reason Xaden's
father, Fen Riorson, led the Tyrrish rebellion.
Navarre executed him and crushed the
rebellion to protect the secret, branding

the rebellion as villainous when they were
actually trying to save the continent.
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The Scribes War Dossier \‘
The resistance operates inside a biological blindspot

The Setup: Following the crushed Tyrrish rebellion, 107 children of the executed officers were
marked with a shimmering rebellion relic. They are required to enter the lethal Riders Quadrant.

The Marked Ones Equation

A 440

[Marked Cadet] + [Marked Cadet] + [Marked Cadet] = [Precognition Blindspot]

The Explanation The Result

The relics were created by Codagh (General Melgren's By exploiting this flaw, marked riders (Xaden, Liam,
dragon). Melgren'’s signet is seeing the outcomes Garrick, Bodhi, Imogen) secretly coordinate the

of battles. However, when three or more marked resistance from within Basgiath without Navarre's
ones gather, his precognition is entirely blinded. commanding general seeing it coming.




Campaign File I: The conspiracy shatters at the border (Fourth Wing)
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At Resson, the squad encounters
real Venin and Wyvern. Liam's
dragon Deigh is killed, resulting in

Violet survives the Parapet and Liam’s death.

shocks the college by bonding two
dragons at Threshing.

<
»
7
. 3. The Betrayal
O\ - 4 War games send them to the 5. The RESUI'I'ECUOH
? \ - unwarded outpost of Athebyne,
£ e then to Resson. Violet is poisoned, wakes up in the
N ~ rebel base of Aretia (Tyrrendor),
L § and discovers her brother Brennan
Y] 2. The Wﬁﬂpﬂl‘l has been alive for six years,
: @/ Her rare lightning signet manifests; eecing LISHEVC L
e b i _ x she drops a turret on bully Jack
TGRS B ' Barlowe to protect Liam.
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r Campaign File II: The wards fall and a desperate sacrifice is made (Iron Flame) T

The Scribes War Dossier Campaign Timeline -'iL

Interrogation

Violet is tortured by sadistic Major Varrish; Dain
surprisingly aids her escape to Aretia, where they
forge venin-killing alloy daggers.

The Sabotage

¢ Jack Barlowe returns (revealed as a Venin
infiltrator) and shatters Basgiath’s
wardstone, dropping all defenses.

iRl

1,000 wyvern attack Basgiath. General Lilith
Sorrengail (Violet's mother) sacrifices her life,
using Sloane's siphon power, to ignite the
wardstone using Andarna’s 7th breed magic.

The Discovery: Deaf scribe Jesinia realizes the
original Navarre wards required seven dragon
breeds, not six.

D e The Consequence
g The Missing Piece: Andarna was never a black

,+ dragon. She is an Irid, the lost 7th breed, providing
\‘D + the missing circuit link.

" The wards rise, but Violet notices Xaden’s
eyes are rimmed with venin red.
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Campaign File III: The shadow storm consumes the leadership (Onyx Storm)

The Expanding War
/ The Hunt W Battle of Draithus 4 The Onyx Storm N\

Aretia's wards are failing. Venin maven Theophanie takes Xaden stops resisting his
Violet hunts lost Irids across Mira hostage. venin nature to save his

the isles (Deverelli, Unnbriel, Violet kills Theophanie using a dragon Sgaeyl, unleashing a

Hedotis, ZehylIna). dagger blessed at the temple of massive shadow storm that
: : . Dunne. wipes out the battlefield.
Violet discovers her illegal 2nd

signet: Dream-walking. Prince1ﬁa§{;i[§:'s fl?im“y sends
,000 soldiers.

Violet wakes in Aretia with 12 hours of wiped memory (done by Imogen
at Violet's request). She possesses an emerald ring and a marriage
document making her Duchess of Tyrrendor.

Traitor Revealed: Commandant Panchek (tied to Sage Berwyn).
Xaden is gone. His note reads: "Don't look for me. It's yours now.”




Interpersonal logistics dictate the emotional theater

Relationship Network >‘

/S

Blood Feud
(Mother killed
his father)

Violet & Xaden Arc

—> Proximity —

Rupture — Endgame

(Dragons (Hidden truths:

mated)

venin, mind-
reading)

(Secret
amnesia

wedding) /|

Peripheral Entanglements

- Dain Aetos: Ended because he read Violet's memories by
touch without consent.

- Cat Cordella: Poromish gryphon rider; Xaden's former
arranged betrothed.

- Rhiannon: On/off with Tara; brief no-strings with Sawyer.
\-Garrick & Mira: Trivia trap! Books haven't confirmed it.
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The Tactical Heatmap (Spicy Chapters)

Y i’

Fourth Wing (3 chapters): 22, 30, 32. (Ch. 30 is the famous one).

30

Iron Flame (6 chapters): 12, 20, 27, 37, 48, 60. (27, 37, 48 are primary).

27 37 48

Onyx Storm (8 out of 66 chapters): 3, 11, 12, 18, 24, 25, 48, 49. (3, 25, 49 are primary).

3 25 49




Close-quarters combat requires precise target identification

it |

Aretia: Tyrrendan city, the ~/ Atheb yne: The exposed outpost
rebellion’s hidden base. beyond the wards.

Resson: Poromish town, site of " : Poromish city, site of Book
Book 1 battle (Liam dies). 3 cllmax (Onyx storm).

DelghLlam sdr F : - |
daggertail. Killed at Resson ath: Dain’s dragon. Red swordtail.

Signet: Magical power. |  Relic: The magical scar on
Relic: Standard dragon mark. the 107 marked ones blinding Melgren.

Aaric: The 3rd son, Prince Camlaen lalden: His older brother, ahead in
Aaric Tauri, hiding as a cadet. succession.



Real-world intel dictates the future of the franchise

Deployment Timeline ‘

v,
The Architecture

Author: Rebecca Yarros.

Series: The Empyrean. Planned for exactly five May 2023: Fourth Wing.
books. (Grew from an initial trilogy).

—d Nov 2023: Iron Flame.

Y/

Jan 2025: Onyx Storm.
~

- Sept 29, 2026: Threshing Day
. (A 13-story companion book,
fans call it “not book 47).

Prime Video Adaptation Status

Ordered to series in May 2026.
Showrunner: Meredith Averill (Haunting of Hill House).
Pilot Director: Lisa Joy (Westworld, Fallout).

TBD: Book 4 (Untitled,
plotting began Feb 2026).

_ No cast has been announced.
Any question offering casting answers is a trap
or post-dates this dossier.
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